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COMMUNIQUÉ
One Family, One Hope in Christ

Une famille, espérance 
En Jésus Christ

    DATE:  December 2021

REMINDERS

● Friday, December 17th  - Early Dismissal @ 12:00 pm 
School closes for Christmas break.

● Tuesday, January 4th - School reopens
● Thursday, January 6th - Feast of the Epiphany
● Wednesday, January 12th - Grade 7’s Tubing @ Mt. Seymour
● Thursday, January 13th - PEC Meeting
● Friday, January 14th - Grade 5’s Skiing @ Mt. Seymour
● Monday, January 17th - Re-registration Packages Go Home
● Monday, January 24th - Return Re-registration Packages
● Friday, January 28th - Grade 5’s Skiing @ Mt. Seymour
● Friday, January 28th -  Non Uniform Day - Chalice Donations
● Saturday, January 29th - Workbee

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
2022-2023

 OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL
ÉCOLE NOTRE DAME DE FATIMA

IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR KINDERGARTEN ENGLISH AND 

KINDERGARTEN FRENCH IMMERSION 
FOR SEPTEMBER, 2022

APPLICATIONS MAY BE FOUND AT 
www.fatimaschool.ca

DUE DATE:  DECEMBER 16TH, 2021
RETURN APPLICATIONS TO: 

info@fatimaschool.ca
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Congratulations to the 
Grade 5 Girls’ Volleyball 
team for a fantastic 
volleyball season!  The girls 
worked hard for weeks, 
gained many new skills and 
showed amazing 
sportsmanship throughout 
the season.  Their hard 
work and commitment paid 
off with a 3rd place finish for 
the season.  Well done girls!  
A special thank you to Mr. 
Martinek and Mrs. Talbot 
for their help-we couldn’t 
have done it without you! 

The Grade 4F class spent the week making Perspective art aquariums for part of their habitats units. They also 
made beautiful Christmas cards for Belvedere and other seniors in our community. 

BABY ON BOARD 
After having her beautiful baby 
girl, Mia in September 2020, 
Mrs. Niemirski is expecting 
baby #2 in May. God bless her 
and her growing family always. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ELEANOR MUNOZ 

PONCE 

Congratulations to Eleanor 
Munoz Ponce in Grade 3 
English upon receiving her 
First Holy Communion on 
December 8th. May you feel 
the warmth and comfort of 
the Lord’s love with you 
every day. God bless you.



POLKA DOT, PLAID AND PATTERNS DONATIONS FOR FLOOD RELIEF
On Friday, November 26, Our Lady of Fatima students participated in Polka Dot, Plaid & Patterns Non-Uniform 
Day in support of the Red Cross Flood Relief.  Students showed us their boldest patterns while bringing in 
donations to help those who were affected by the recent flooding disasters. We were able to raise $2000 for 
Flood Relief! Thank you so very much for your great generosity!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY - GENEROUS FOOD DONATIONS

From November 22nd-December 3rd, Our Lady of Fatima students were asked to bring in food and supplies to 
support the St. Vincent de Paul Society that operates out of Our Lady of Fatima Parish. The response was 
unbelievable! The volunteers were overwhelmed by the generosity of the Our Lady of Fatima community.  A 
special thank you to our grade seven Leadership members who transported all the donations across the school 
property into the hands of the St. Vincent de Paul volunteers! 



ALL SAINTS DAY
At the end of November after a month-long study of the saints the grade one English class celebrated with an All 
Saints day party. The students completed a short report on the saint of their choice at home and then came 
dressed to school in their saint costume. They gave a short presentation to the class on their saint  and 
participated in a variety of Saint activities throughout the day. We ended our day with a saint party playing Saint 
games such as canonize the saint, pin the halo on the Saint,  feed the hungry and bowl the seven deadly sins. A 
fun day was had by all.

This Christmas season, the Grade 
5 French class participated in the 
Coquitlam Public Library program 
entitled “Holiday Hellos”.
This is a program that sends 
Christmas cards to seniors.



GRADE SEVENS REACH OUT TO THOSE IN NEED FOR COVENANT HOUSE

In Christian Ed, the Grade 7 English and French classes learned about the Works of Mercy. The 
Corporal Works of Mercy include: clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, and 
sheltering the homeless. In collaboration with Covenant House, a Catholic organization that works to 
provide resources and rehabilitation services to vulnerable people in need, the Grade 7s participated in 
their Homeless Youth Christmas Backpack Program.

For three weeks, the Grade 7s and their families generously bought new items such as underwear, 
shirts, umbrellas, shampoos, and canned goods to help the vulnerable, homeless youth of Vancouver. In 
addition to also participating in the Saint Vincent de Paul food drive, and the Catholic Men's Hostel 
donation drive, these Grade 7s went beyond our expectations to contribute to their own class service 
project and gave so willingly and generously. We are so proud of them, and we know that their kindness 
will surely give much comfort and Christmas cheer to those who truly need it.

Un gros merci à tous nos élèves et à leurs familles pour avoir soutenu notre projet de service! Votre 
gentillesse et votre générosité ne seront pas oubliés.

From the Covenant House Associates:

"It is so nice hearing about a school and its students and their families all getting together to help support 
the youth we help serve here at Covenant House Vancouver. I hope you all have a wonderful holiday 
season and once again thank you for giving hope for the holidays to a youth in need." - Amanda M., 
Volunteer Services and Gifts in Kind Manager

"We are deeply grateful for your Grade 7 students and their families’ generosity this holiday season. Thank 
you so much for thinking of the young people we serve at Covenant House Vancouver. These incredible 
gifts will be sure to brighten their holiday. Thanks again for Our Lady of Fatima’s extremely generous 
donation. Please take good care, and happy holidays." - Tobi N., Development Associate for Volunteer 
Services.



Epiphany, the Feast of The Three Kings

Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas on 6th January (or 
January 19th for some Orthodox Church who have Christmas on 7th 
January) and is the time when Christians remember the Wise Men (also 
sometimes called the Three Kings) who visited Jesus.

Epiphany is also when some Churches remember when Jesus was 
baptised, when he was about 30, and started to teach people about God. 
Epiphany means 'revelation' and both the visit of the Wise Men and his 
Baptism are important times when Jesus was 'revealed' to be very 
important.

Some Churches celebrate use Epiphany to celebrate and remember 
both the visit of the Wise Men and Jesus's Baptism! Epiphany is 
mainly celebrated by Catholics and Orthodox Christians.

In Spain on Epiphany morning you might go to the local bakers and buy a special cake/pastry called a 'Roscón' (meaning 
a ring shaped roll). They are normally filled with cream or chocolate and are decorated with a paper crown.

There is normally a figure of a king (if you find that you can wear the crown) and a dried bean (if you find that you're 
meant to pay for the cake!). In Catalonia it's known as a Tortell or Gâteau des Rois and is stuffed with marzipan.

In France you might eat a 'Galette des Rois', a type of flat almond cake. It has a toy crown cooked inside it and is 
decorated on top with a gold paper crown.

There are similar traditions in Mexico where Epiphany is known as 'El Dia de los Reyes' (the day of The Three Kings). 
It's traditional to eat a special cake called 'Rosca de Reyes' (Three Kings Cake). A figure of Baby Jesus is hidden inside 
the cake. Whoever has the baby Jesus in their piece of cake is the 'Godparent' of Jesus for that year.

n Portugal, people take part in Epiphany carol singing known as the 'Janeiras' (January songs). On the Island of Maderia 
they're known as the 'Cantar os Reis' (singing the kings).

In Italy, some children also get their presents on Epiphany. But they believe that an old lady called 'Befana' brings them. 
Children put stockings up by the fireplace for Befana to fill.

In Austria, at Epiphany, some people write a special sign in chalk over their front door. It's a reminder of the Wise Men 
that visited the baby Jesus. It's made from the year split in two with initials of the names that are sometimes given to 'the 
three wise men', Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar, in the middle. So 2022 would be: 20*C*M*B*22. The sign is meant to 
protect the house for the coming year. Some parts of Germany also have the tradition of marking over doors. The 'Four 
Hills' Ski Jumping Tournament also finishes on 6th January in Bischofshofen, Austria.

In Ireland, Epiphany is also sometimes called 'Nollaig na mBean' or Women's Christmas. Traditionally the women get the 
day off and men do the housework and cooking! It is becoming more popular and many Irish women now get together on 
the Sunday nearest Epiphany and have tea and cakes!

~ Source - whychristmas.com~

https://www.whychristmas.com/story/wisemen.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/story/wisemen.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/france.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/mexico.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/portugal.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/italy.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/austria.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/germany.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/ireland.shtml


School Door Decorating Contest

Kindergarten English Kindergarten French Grade 1 English

Grade 1 French Grade 2 English Grade 2 French

Grade 3 English Grade 3 French Grade 4 English



Grade 4 French Grade 5 English Grade 5 French

Grade 6 English Grade 6 French Grade 7 English Grade 7 French

LAC Gym Library Office



Merry Christmas from the Staff of Our Lady of Fatima School!


